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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE ADDRESS OF THE BISHOP, 
At the annual Coavention (1841,) of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South-Caro- 
lina. 


In obedience to the requisitions, in section 2d of Canon VII. of 1836 
“the affairs of the Diocese since the last meeting of the Cunveuticn,’ 
are stated as follows : : 

First, “‘ the names of the Churches visited.”* These, 10 in sumber, 
were canonically visited. St. Michaels; Christ Church, Greenville, on 
two days; St. Paul’s, Pendleton; Trinity Church, Edgefield, on tw. 
days; Grace Church, Camden, on two days; Church at Claremou: ; 
Trinity Charch, Columbia, on three days; St. Andrew’s, in St. An- 
drew's Parish; St. John’s Colleton ; St. Paul’s, Stono. At six of them 
the children were catechised. The congregation in Hampstead was 
als») visited on the 14th of July, and the Church built for their use, and 
for other poor who may be gathered into it, (by the liberality of several 
individuals, and in particular of the “ Charleston Protestant Episcopal 
Domestic Female Missionary Society,”) was duly consecrated with the 
title of “St. Juhn’s Chapel, Hampstead”—several of the Clergy being 
present, and assisting. These Churches, i0 in number, were informally 
visited : St. Michael’s on two days; Church at Walterborough ov two 
days ; St. Paul’s, Summerville; St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, on two 
days; Grace Church, Sullivan’s Island; St. Peter’s, Charleston; St. 
Andrew’s Church, in Christ Church Parish; St. Paul’s, Radcliffebo- 
rough ; Church at Johnsonville ; St. Stephen’s Chapel, Charleston. 

I have to state, secondly, “ the number of persons Confirmed.” It is 
at St. Michael’st of that Congregation 21; of St. Peter’s 24; of St. 
Paul’s 25; of St. Stephen’s 23 ; of Grace Church, Sullivan’s Island 2; 
of St. Philip’s 31. At Greenville 18; Pendleton 6 ; Camden 4; Clare- 
mont 9; Columbia 32; John’s Island 55; St. Paul’s,Stono, 4. Total 
254, including two who beibg infirm, were confirmed in private; one in 
Greenviile, the other on John’s Island. 

I have to state, thirdly, ‘(the names of those who have been received 
as candidates for orders.” They are Mr. Miles Mellichamp, who was 


* Particulars respecting the visitations were printed in the ‘‘ Gospel Messenger.” 
t In Charleston, Confirmation is administered at the Churches in rotation, 
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received by the Standing Committee, then the “ ecclesiastical authority,” 
on the 20th of April ; and the Rev. Robert Henry, D. D. who was received 
on the 12th of August, under Canon VII. of 1838, relating to those 
** who have been Ministers among other denominations of Christians.” 

Fourthly, ‘ the names of those who have been ordained, suspended, 
or degraded.” 

The Rev. Alsop Woodward, Deacon, has been ordained Priest. No 
one of this Diocese has been suspended, or degiaded. 

Fifthly, I am to state “ the changes by death, removal or otherwise.” 

The Rector of St. John’s, Berkley, (Rev. E. Thomas,) the Missionary 
employed by the Messrs. Clarkson’s for their plantations and neighbor- 
hood, (Rev. N. B. Scriven,) the Rector of St. Stephen’s Parish, and of 
the Churches in the upper part of St. John’s, Berkley, (Rev. D. I. 
Campbell,) have departed this life. They were pious, benevolent, meek, 
humble, contented men, and faithful ministers. Varied were their ta- 
lents, attainments, graces, and spheres of duty, but the Lord divideth to 
every man severally as he will, and, we are also told, that “there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same spirit ; and there are diversities-of ope- 
rations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.” The death of 
these three clergymen, and of a layman,* who has been for several years 
a member of this body, whose interest in the welfare of the Church, and 
liberality to its institutions, were limited neither by parochial or diocesan 
bounds; and of others, who though not members of this body, were with 
us in mind and heart, taking an affectionate concern in our proceedings, 
and praying fora blessing on them, admonishes each one of us, that 
“the time is short,” and to be followers of them who, we humbly trust, 
are inheriting the promises. The vacancy to which I have referred, in 
St. John’s Parish, has been supplied by the election to it of the Rev. C. 
Wallace. The Rev. F. P. Delavaux has resigned the Rectorship of St. 
Bartholomew’s Parish, and the Rev. J. H. Fowles has become the Rec- 
tor ofthe same. The Rev. W. W. Spear, has resigned the Rectorship 
of St. Michael’s, and taken a letter of dismission from the diocese—the 
Rev. P. Trapier has become the Rector, and the Rev. P. T. Keith, the 
Assistant Minister of the same. 

The Rev. P. Trapier has resigned the office of Missionary at St. Ste- 
phen’s Chapel, Charleston; and the Rev. T. C. Dupont has become his 
successor. 

The Rev. P. T. Keith has resigned the Rectorship of Prince George’s 
Parish, Winyaw, and the Rev. R. T. Howard has become his successor. 

The Rey. John Burke has resigned the Rectorship of Trinity Church, 
Society Hill, and the Rev. C. P. Elliott has become his successor. 

The Rey. C. Wallace has resigned the charge of St. John’s Chapel, 


Hampstead. 
The Rev. J. H, Fowles has resigned the Rectorship of Christ Church, 


Wilton. 

The Rev. J. B. Gallagher has been canonically received into this dio- 
cese, and 1 am duly informed has been officiating at Prince Frede- 
rick’s Chapel, Pee Dee, since the 27th December last. 

The Rev. Jasper Adams, D. D. has been canonically received into this 


* Edward Richardson, Esq., of St. Matthew’s Parish. 
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diocese, and Iam informed by him has been officiating in St. Paul’s 
Church, Pendleton, the Rector being absent. 

The Rev. Stephen Elliott, Jun., D. D. has resigned the Professorship 
of the Evidences of Christianity, &c., at the College of South-Carolina, 
and removed to the diocese of Georgia, of which he had been elected 
the Bishop. 

Lastly, I have to state “all matters tending to throw light on the 
affairs of the diocese.” There are canonically connected with this dio- 
cese 43 Clergymen, viz: 1 Bishop, 38 Priests and 4 Deacons, of whom 
31 statedly exercise the ministry in the diocese, 2 are Missionaries out of 
the diocese, 10 are without stated clerical employment, viz: 7 in the 
diocese, and 3 residing out of it. 

There are 4 candidates for orders. There are 40 organized Congre- 
gations, of which 31 are supplied with Ministers, and 9 are without 
Ministers. 

There are 53 houses of worship, as some of the Congregations have 
two, and some three, and one four—an accommodation suggested by 
the remote residence of the people from each otLer, and from their 
changing their place of abode, in the summer. 

Of the 29 Districts in South-Carolina, our Church exists (having one 
or more Congregations) in 13. In neither of the remaining 16 is there a 
single organized Congregation of our Church, but it is known, that there 
are members of it in 9 of them, and it is believed that some would be 
found, who if not members, wish to be so, in each one of the Districts. 
Whether any, and if any, what measures ought to be adopted to gather 
the scattered members of our Church throughout this diocese into Con- 
gregations, and to provide the word and ordinances for those who 
live too remotely from each other to be organized into a Congregation, 
are questions respecting which the advice of this Convention will be 
thankfully received by bim who now addresses you. 

Of that class peculiar to our social system—the colored people, many 
are members of our Church; as are the Masters of a very large number 
of them, who as yet are not converted to the gospel. To make these 
fellow creatures, who share with us the precious redemption which is by 
Jesus Christ, good Christians, is a purpose of which this Church is not, 
and never has been regardless. 

As early as 1710, that is, in the time of our first Commissary (John- 
son,) there isa record* of deep interest felt, and of “‘ wonderful success” 
in this matter. Our second Commissary (Garden)—the Bishops of Lon- 
don, Gibson and Porteus, who were our Bishops before the revolution, 
and our three Bishops siuce our independence, have left, in printed and 
other documents, full evidence that in this holy and benevolent cause, 
they were not wanting in zeal, and efforts. The pastoral letter of Bishop 
Gibson “to the Masters and Mistresses of families in the English plan- 
tations abroad—exhorting them to eucourage and promote the instruc- 
tion of their negroes in the Christian faith” t—his pastoral letter on the 
same subject addressed “to the Missionaries on the English planta- 
tions”—the Essay by Bishop Porteus on the best method of Christian- 
izing these people—the addresses to the Convention by Bishops Dehon 


* Dalcho’s History of the Church in 8. C., page 336. t Ibid. page 103. 
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and Bowen, and the pastoral letter, and the catechism* set forth by the 
latter, what do they leave to be said, on this important subject, either in 
the way of appeal to our reason and sympathy, or direction to our pro- 
ceedings? The interest, and the efforts in this cause have increased. 
But the feeling ought to be much deeper, and the efforts more extended. 
Consider the large number, who are yet almost, if not entirely without 
the restraints—the incentives—the consolations, and the hopes of the 
gospel—under the bondage of Satan—on the precipice of the second 
death! I speak more particularly of those, the smoke of whose cabins 
is in sight of our ministers, who live on the same plantation with mem- 
bers of our Church. Can nothing, ought uot every thing that can, be 
done to bring such persons to the knowledge and obedience of Christ? 
“T persuade myself, said Bishop Gibson,t whose sentiments I here 
adopt, that many vacant hours may be spared from the other pastoral 
duties to be bestowed on this ; and I cannot doubt of the readwess of 
every Missionary in his own parish, to promote and further a work so 
charitable to the souls of men, and so agreeable to the great end and 
design of his Mission. As to those Ministers, who have negroes of theit 
own, I cannot but esteem it their indispensable duty to use their best 
endeavors to instruct them in the Christian religion in order to their 
being baptized, both because such negroes are their proper and imme- 
diate care, and because it is in vain to hope that other Masters and Mis- 
tresses will exert themselves in this work, if they see it wholly neglected, * 
or but coldly pursued, in the families of the Clergy, so that any degree * 
of neglect on your part, in the instruction of your own negroes, would 
‘not only be the withholding from ‘them the inestimable benefits of Chris- 
tianity, but would evidently tend to the obstructing and defeating the 
whole design in every other family !”” 

To the Masters, the same excellent-Bishop addressed these words of 
truth, and soberness, and practical instruction:{ “Children who are 
born and bred on our plantations may easily be trained up, if the making 
them good Christians be sincerely the desire and intention of those who 
have the property in them, and the government over them. Those who 
are possessed of considerable numbers should be at some small expense 
in providing for the instruction of these poor creatures, and others whose 
numbers are less, and who dwell in the same neighborhood, should join 
in the expense of a common (religious) teacher. The restraint of con- 
science is much more forcible and constant than the restraint of fear. 
One great reason why severity is at all necessary to maintain govern- 
ment, isthe want of religion in those who are to be governed, and who 
tu -efore are aot to be kept to their duty by any thing but fear and ter- 
rc + than which there cannot be amore uneasy state, either to those 
whu  overn, or to those who are governed. If you add a pious endeavor 
aud concern to see them duly instructed, you may become the instru- 
ment of saving many souls, and will not only secure a blessing from 


* “ A Catechism to be used by the teachers in the religious instruction of persons of 
color: to which are prefixed, easy instructions for colored persons, young or adult, who 
are not yet baptized, intended to prepare them for that sacrament, and for further in- 
struction according to the catechism. Selected from a little catechism prepared in Eng- 
land by a member of the church. Prepared in conformity to a resolution of the Con- 
vention, under the direction of the Bishop, 1837.” 

t Dalcho’s History of the Churchin 8. C., page 113. —«- f Ibid. page. 106, &e. 
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God upon all your undertakings in this world, but entitle yourselves to 
that distinguishing reward in the next, which will be given to all those 
who have been zealous in their endeavors to promote the salvation of 
men, and enlarge the kingdom of Christ.” If the Master cannot, might 
not some other member of the family, the elder son, or some other of 
the house attend to this concern ? 

As an assistant, both to the Minister and the Master, before the revo- 
lution, a Catechist was employed. Sucha person is now employed, and 
it is said with good effect, under the sanctign of the bishops in some of 
the British Colonies, Might not the Minister of a parish, where the 
colored people are too numerous to be fully attended to by himself; and 
the Master of a large number usefully employ the services of some pious, 
humble, discreet lay-member of our Church, sufficiently well edu- 
cated to teach the catechism, to read the service in our prayer book, 
and such sermons as might be selected by the Minister of the parish, 
and to prepare candidates for baptism, confirmation, and the Lord’s sup- 
per. Is it said, taat such persons are not to be had? May I net be 
permitted to inquire have they been sought for? It is not doubted by 
some of us, that there are persons disposed to be useful, in this way, and 
who, if only a moderate support were ensured them, would gladly 
exchange for this pious and benevolent employment, the occupation far 
less congenial to them, in which they are now engaged. And even if a 
» Sufficient number of persons who are willing to make the care of souls, 
in the office of a Catechist, their only employment, could not for a time 
_be obtained, it is believed that there are persons prepared at least tu de- 

yote the Sunday to acharitable work, which is of the same character 
with that, which the Sunday school teacher finds so pleasant and pro- 
fitable both to his own soul, and the souls of his charge. Some of those 
persons who were employed by the Society for Propagating the Gospel, 
_ as lay-Catechists in this State, in due time were admitted to holy or- 
ders, and beyond question, such an occupation would form an excellent 
preparation of heart, and mind, and the physical nature for the duties of 
the sacred ministry. 

Of the method for conducting the business of which I am speaking, 
which has been recommended by the “ecclesiastical authorities” who 
have preceded me, it is the distinguishing excellence, not merely, that 
it is marked by a zealaccording to knowledge, and fortified by discre- 
tion—and that the success of this method has been proved by repeated 
trials, but that it is substantially the method of holy scripture for conver- 
sion and edification, It is, what has been significantly called baptismal 
education. The traths and duties of the gospel are brought before the 
untutored mind and straying affections, for the simple purpose of awaken- 
ing the anxious inquiry “ what shall I do to be saved.” And the lessons 
given are to repent, believe, aud be baptized, and having complied, he 
is now in the Church, brought within the benefit of cts instructions ; its 
examples, its discipline, its sympathies, and its meausof grace, and thus 
provision is made for his subordination, and contentment, and hope in 
life, and for his welfare thro’ etervity. This instruction is communicated 
by the catechism of the Church especially, sermons being less adapted 
for the uninformed generally than the teaching by question and answer, 
as has been the experience of the most successful teachers of all systems, 
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in all times and countries. We need no new instruction as to the best 
method in relation to our present subject. Let all of us, the Minister 
and Layman, so far as it is in our power, be the agents, and the support- 
ers of agents for carrying out this method, and if we do so in faith and 
with prayer, God, even our own God, will give it his favor, and full suc- 
cess, 

If the people will not come to the Church, and to the Minister’s house, 
let him go to them, (the free consent of their Masters being of course 
indispensable,) to ¢hetr cabins, and give those individually, in family, or 
in the congregation, some suitable place being provided, the word of 
truth, and the prayer of faith. 

If the assistance of a Catechist is needed, and the means for his support 
cannot be had in the parish, let those means be sought from the pious 
and liberal generally —the Catechist of course, as the minister, instructing 
only those servants, whose Masters desire them todo so. Let us sup- 
pose, that these efforts should have this result, and this only—that not 
one is induced to become a member of the Church—-not one to manifest 
a. truly Christian repentance, faith and spirit of obedience, but that many 
(say all the quarter of a million of souls in this diocese) could repeat the 
Creed, the Lord’s prayer, and the ten Commandments. Are these seeds 
of truth of no value? Could they be inany mind without more or less 
of valuable effect? Might they not be expected in many cases, in pro- 
cess of time, to spring up and bring forth fruit, and in particular to bring 
those who have this precious knowledge into union with “the holy 
Catholic Church ;” or to take another view of the subject—suppose that 
these thousands of souls habitually heard the lessons on truth, duty and 
prayer, which are embodied in our liturgy. Could they avoid imbibing 
some practical principles which would lead some to a genuine faith, and 
many to some degree of moral amelioration—the preventing and assist- 

ing grace of God being of course supposed to accompany the means 
employed 2 

In looking into the affairs of this diocese, there are deserving ot more 
than a passing notice, those institutions among us designed as auxiliaries 

to the Church, whose character and condition are so creditable to the 
piety, the benevolence, and the wisdom of their founders, and of those 
who are now fostering them. 

“The Society for the relief of the Widows and Orphans” cf our 
Clergy, founded in 1762, which is understood to owe its origin, chiefly 
to him who became afterwards the first Bishop of this diocese; and the 
association of late origin for the relief of Aged and Infirm Clergymen, are 
valuable to us, for while they encourage immigration, and check emigra- 
tion on the part of the clergy, they take away from them all excuse to 
lay up treasures on the earth, and furnish another motive to give their 
undivided solicitude, and energies to the service of the Church, 

“The Society for the advancement of Christianity in South-Caro- 
lina,’’* with the excellence of whose design, and regulations, and influ- 
ence, and operations you are familiar, claims for its especial founders 
our two last Bishops. In the purpose, the first named in its constitution, 
viz: “to distribute copies of the bible, the book of common prayer, 
useful religious tracts, and other works of approved reputation,” it has 


* Attention is invited to the report of the Society, (1841.) 
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for its auxiliaries, the well regulated and well conducted “ Protestant 
Episcopal Female Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Society,” and the 
“Gospel Messenger,” a tract issued monthly, containing with the latest 
Church intelligence, communicatious from the “ ecclesiastical authori- 
ties,” and articles on truth and duty, believed to be both sound and 
seasonable. A valuable auxiliary also to this department of usefulness, 
are the libraries of religious works which are connected with some of 
our parishes. 

In its second named purpose, viz: ‘‘ to send forth Missionaries to those 
places where there is ground for the expectation that their Jabors will be 
successful in spreading the truths, and cultivating the virtues of the 
gospel,” it is assisted ina small degree, by contributions from some of 
the parishes, through their Rectors, being occasionally placed in the 
hands of the Bishop for missions within the diocese ; and in particular by 
the very efficient ‘“ Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female 
Missionary Society,” by which the missions for the poor in Charleston 
and its vicinity were instituted, and are chiefly supported, aid also the 
Chapels called St. Stephen's and St. John’s, erected for the accommo- 
dation of the same class, to whom our Lord has said the gospel must be 
preached. In naming this valuable Society it is unavoidable to recol- 
lect, the loss it and the Church, and our community have sustained in the 
removal by death during the year of one of its founders, and most useful 
managers.” 

Only threet of the parishes, viz: St. Helena’s Island, Claremont, and 
St. Philip’s, have placed in my hands monies for missions within the 
State. The bank book showing the amount deposited and expended on 
this account is on the table forthe inspection of the members. A state- 
ment of receipts and expenditures for the ‘ Episcopal office” is also on 
the table for inspection, in which it appears the receipts for six months, 
viz: from 1st July to Ist January, was $600, and the expenditure 
$467 314, leaving in my hands the balance of $132 524. The amount 
of expenditure would have been greater, but for the hospitality, and 
other accommodations generously given. 

The third named purpose of the “‘ Society for the advancement of 
Christianity, &c.” is “to take by the hand youths of genius and piety, 
who need the fostering aid of benevolence, and are meet to be trained 
up for the ministry of the Church, and see that they be properly educa- 
ted for the sacred office.” In this branch of its charity, it is much 
assisted by the scholarship founded by the late Rev. Dr. Gates; that 
founded chiefly by benevolent ladies, viz: the Bishop Dehon scholar- 
ship, and we trust will be also by the Bishop Bowen scholarship, the full 
amount for which has not yet been made up. May we be permitted to 
suggest that no more appropriate testimony of regard for his memory 
could be given than by a donation to complete this foundation. The 
several institutions now named are no experiments. Their usefulness 
has been fully proved. They exist and thrive, but they might be much 
more prosperous. The members of our Church in this diocese who con- 
tribute to them are comparatively few. Ought this to be the case? 
Their great common object is the promotion of the gospel so dear to 


*Mrs. A. Middleton. + St. David’s, Cheraw, has since done the same. 



















W256 i ee ee 


Stee eae 












sae 


— 
2 a 





ws 





t.. 





























360 Address. {March, 


each one of us, and where? In your own beloved State, in your neigh- 
borhond which has the first claim on your sympathy, and substance and 
services; among your relatives, friends and countrymen. The whole 
amount asked of an annual contributor to these Church institutions is 
$26.* There are, perhaps, some who cannot spare that sum. Let 
them do what they can. ‘God loveth a cheerful giver.” If the income 
of these institutions was what it should and would be, if each member? 
of our Church was also a contributor to them, the good effect would, 
under the divine blessing, be quick, and conspicuous in the multiplication 
of ministers and congregations among us, and in a very general, if not 
universal diffusion through this State of the knowledge and privileges of 
our holy religion, May 1 not hope, a¢ least, that every member of our 
Church who has been admitted to the rite of confirmation, and the Lord’s 
supper, will be a helper to these religious charities, and that many of 
the young when introduced into the Church by baptism, will be by the 
charity of their parents or sponsors, also introduced into fellowship with 
these societies, 

Whether the past, the present, or the future in relation to this dio- 
cese, be contemplated, the great subject of ** Christian education” can- 
not be overlooked. Before the revolution, there were schools counected 
with several of our Churches, the government of them being in the - 
Vestry of which the Rector was Chairman, and the teacher being often 
the Minister of the parish, or some other minister, or a candidate for holy 
orders; and for such schouls large endowments were made, (some of 
them still exist,) by zealous members clerical and lay of our Church. 
Originally in a private school, and afterwards, as principal of the Charles- 
ton College, our first Bishop, exercised a very happy influence, and its 
results on the welfare of our Church have not yet passed away.. The 
zeal on this subject of Christian education of our second Bishopt was 
manifested by his successful efforts for the establishment of our Theolo- 
gical Seminary, which he regarded as the incipient step, and you need 
not to be informed, how often and earnestly, (was there any measure 
for the benefit of the Church to which he attached so much importance ?) 
this matter was presented to your attention, and that of the whole 
Church by our third Bishop, my lamented predecessor. But what has 
been done? The les-ons of the parental, the pastoral, and the Sunday 
school are still continued. In some Churches, | wish I could say in all, 
“the children are openly catechised in the Church,’” and their Sunday 
schools are useful. In some familivs, the little ones are called to prayer 
and praise, and hearing the word of God morning and evening, and they 
are taught their catechism on the Lord’s day evening. But where do 
those young of our flocks pass a great part of their time, and with whom? 
With their teachers, in the daily school. During those many hours, 
while their minds are cultivated, ought not some, ought not much care to 


* Society for the relief of Widows and Orphans, - - 10 
“ ss “ Indigent Clergymen, : - - 5 
“ “ advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina, 5 
Ladies Missionary as - - ‘ - - 2 
Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Society, - - - : : 


Gospel Messenger, - 
t See Dalcho’s History of the Church in South-Carolina. 
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be bestowed on their souls? Ought not the principles of the gospel to 
be inculcated in these schools? Ought not their habits to be formed by 
the influence of Christian warnings and incentives? Ought not the 
blessing of God to be invoked on their pursuits, and his goodness daily 
acknowledged? To effect such purposes in the most unexceptionable 
and satisfactory manner, our late Bishop recommended the forming of 
Parish Schools, or, in different neighborhoods, of a school under ihe 
direction of pious members of our communion, and with regulations for 
teaching Christianity, according to the doctrines and usages of ovr 
Church. A Committee of the Convention echoed the recommendation 
of the Bishop, and made several suggestions on the subject. But we 
lament to have to state, nothing effective has been done. Attempts were 
made to found a Parish School, but they were unsuccess{il. Like at- 
tempts in at least nine of our sister dioceses have succeeded. Let me 
hope that this Convention will keep its eye steadily fized on this impor- 
tant design, and never cease its appeals to their constituents—end its 
readiness to take a lead in example as well as advice, until the union of 
Church and School is restored—and for each Parish Church, or two or 
more Churches uniting, there shall exist a school—and for the diocese a 
College. We hold that the education of the soul is the most importan‘ 
branch of education—that it ought to be attended to simultaneously with 
that of the understanding and the physical nature—that the Churci is not 
the only place, in which the education for virtue and heaven is to be 
carried on—that much may be done in relation to this great concer in 
the-daily school also—and we add that such was the sentiment and cor. 
respouding action of our fathers, as it is of Christians generally of all 
creeds and countries, 


It remains to st ‘ 
ate affair — — 
the confeder f dj water a fepoth d 0 MS dloc ‘ 
h acy of dioceses in these United States. 
al _— alterations of the Constitution proposed for final action at the 
eneral Convention, are printed on pages 9 and 10 of the Journal’) 


Seca nye an One of these two courses can be adopted accor- 
‘ § *o your pleasure, either to let them pass in silence, which would 


mply that we leave their rejecti dopti i 
bene tare cat jection or adoption te be icciden by the 
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General Convention, or after consideration, to transmit to that body our 
opinion, whether of approval or disapproval. 

In virtue of its relation to the sister dioceses, it is the duty of this dio- 
cese to co-operate in advancing those two institutions, (the only ones 
founded by our General Convention) the Theological Seminary, and the 
Missionary Society. To meet the deficiency of income in the former, 
an appeal has been made to every one of our congregations, but I regret 
to have to mention, it has been responded to by very few. To encourage 
our candidates for holy orders to avail themselves of the great advan- 
tages of our Seminary, and to take a part in the proceedings of the Board 
of Trustees, are other obligations under which we lie to this institu- 
tion. It affords me pleasure to state that two of our candidates are now 
members of the Seminary, and that at the last annnal meeting of its 
Board of Trustees, two of the Trustees from this diocese were present, 
as also at the annual public examination of the students. The zeal and 
ability of the Professors are well known, and the proficiency of the 
Alumni is proved by their valuable services to the Church. ‘The useful- 
ness of the institution has grown with its growth, and it is greatly to be 
lamented that it has-not yet so much favor as to obtain an endowment for 
two professorships which it greatiy needs. 

The other important institution of our ecclesiastical union, “ the Mis- 
sionary Society” has had, as was due, from this diocese, a measure of 
assistance both personal, and pecuniary. At its last annual meeting, 
two of the members of the Board of Missions from this diocese were 
present ; and a plan for systematic contribution to its funds is in opera- 
tion in several of our congregations, the results of which are large, in 

mportion to number of our members, and perhaps I may add to 
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Whatever differences of opinion may exist among us, under his favor 
who maketh men to be of one mind ina house, who is the author of peace, 
and the lover of concord, may we come to a happy agreement, or at least 
maintain steadily a unity of heart, even if we cannot have “ a like judg- 
ment in all things,” and may our measures be good, and only good to the 
Church, whose agents we are. May we collectively and individually 
be approved by our divine Governor and Judge for Jesus Christ, his 
sake—Amen. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Report of the Missionary of the Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary 
Society, at St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead. 


Respected Ladies,—I beg leave to present to you my report as Mis- 
Sionary in charge of St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead—lI entered upon the 
duties of this mission on the 17th of July last. Since that time, a period 
of five and a half months, I have made eight hundred and sixty-six visits, 
at two hundred houses ; baptized eight white and three colored children, 
and one colored adult ; administered the communion every mouth ; offi- 
ciated at two marriages and seventeen funerals; held divine service 
twice every Sunday, with the exception of one afternoon when prevent- 
ed by sickness and rain; and once every month on the Thursday prece- 
ding communion. 

The congregation has been steadily increasing in numbers ; has not 
been wanting in seriousness and reverent attention; and the responses 
have been properly and audibly made. The Sunday school has increas- 
ed from seventeen whitechildren with three teachers, to forty-one white, 
and thirty-nine colored children—total eighty ; of which the average 
attendance is vear fifty—seven teachers are now regularly employed ; 
and the school has been constantly superintended by the Missionary. 

The communicauts are now thirteen white, and ten colored, being 
more than double the number, whom | found in July, and several are 
now prepartng to come to that holy sacrament. Several cases of deep, 
and it is devoutly to be hoped, of abiding religious impressions have late- 
ly oceurred ; of which two are waiting to receive adult baptism. Four 
of the children baptized were at the Orphan House, and seven others, 
solemnly impressed by the performance of that holy rite, in the Orphan 
Chapel, have of their own accord applied to be admitted to baptism. 
As this is a matter requiring some delicacy, I have made every inquiry 
in my power after the friends and relatives of the children, and finding 
no objection, intend, with consent of the Commissioners, to proceed with 
the baptism of these children, as soon as suitable spousors can be found. 

The summer having been more sickly, than had been known for many 
years on the upper part of the Neck, the labors of your Missionary were, 
for about three months, severe, and his anxieties great and unremitting. 
Many persons under his care, were sick or dying, often in abject pover- 
ty—without suitable food, bedding or attendance; and often also in 
apparent ignorance or neglect of the way of salvation. To the removal 
ot the latter were directed his daily visits from house to house, and his 
prayers by the bed-side of the sufferers. For the relief of the former 
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evil, valuable assistance was received from many benevolent individuals, 
several of whom concealed their names, and from the Female Benevo- 
lent Society of the Neck—without their aid, many destitute sick per- 
sons must have died from want of proper nourishment and attendance. 
Since the setting in of cold weather, important aid has also been received 
from the Fuel and Garment Societies. 

The duties of this mission have brought me in contact with persons of 
all classes and characters, and natives of various parts of the world. 
The wretched hovel of poverty, where the floor forms the only bed, and 
a scanty covering conceals the limbs of the sick ; and the still more mise- 
rable haunts of sin and shame have been freely visited, as long as there 
appeared any hope of reclaiming their wretched inmates. Secure in 
the persuasion of being engaged in a good cause, it has not been thought 
right to shrink from conversing freely with the most abandoned. Tears 
of transient penitance have often been seen to start from the eyes of 
those, who had appeared to be lost to all better feeling; and promises 
of amendment have not been infrequent. Whether any permanent re- 
formation will follow, remains yet to be seen. 

I have distributed about twenty Bibles, and six Testaments in En- 
glish, German and French; about eleven hundred tracts, in the same 
languages, and in Spanish, containing twelve hundred pages, and several 
dozens of prayer books. 

I have received from con- 

tributions in the boxes, $17 72 Balance remaining on hand, $2 13 

Donations from individuals, 78 78 
a “ the Fe- 

male Benevolent Soc’ty, 20 00 
98 78 " 12 31 
Alms at Communion, 18 61 os 8 86 





Total, $135 11 $23 30 

‘Of the above, the sums contributed in the boxes have been applied to 
the increase of the Sunday school class books and Library, and are yet 
insufficient. There is besides much needed a book case for the security 
of the little library of seventy-four volumes now obtained. The other 
contributions above named, have been applied with caution, and in small 
sums to the relief of the sick and needy, and have served to gladden 
many a heart. 

In conclusion, it gives me sincere grief to say, that while I regard this 
mission as a very important one, I feel constrained to accept a unanimous 
¢al} to a station of much wider usefulness ; and shall therefore expect 
soon to ieave a work in which my heart has been deeply interested. At 
the same time, I have signified to the Executive Committee, my inten- 
tion of remaining a few weeks, until a suitable Missionary can be found 
to take my place. With earnest prayers, and fervent wishes for the 
increased prosperity of both the missions supported by your Society, I 
am, iadies, your humble servant in the bonds of the gospel. 


Charleston, 31st Dec. 1840. CRANMORE WALLACE, 
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NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The Faith once Delivered to the Saints: the Sermon before the 
Northern Convocation of the Clergy of the Diocese of New-Jersey, in 
Christ Church, New-Brunswick, on the Festival of St. Simon and St. 
Jude, October 28,1840. By the Rt. Rev. George Washington Doane, 
D. D., Bishop of New-Jersey.—This is a downright good sermon—the 
subject of first importance—justly and interestingly set forth, not too 
much in detail and yet full, indeed one of the great excellencies of the 
discourse is its comprehensive brevity. It is ‘ multum in parvo,” and if 
some of the paragraphs which we shall quote were committed to memo- 
ry, the individual would be well indoctrinated. The text is Jude 3d. 
The divisions are, 1. ‘“‘ There is but one faith; 2. Itis that which was 
delivered to the first Christians; 3. We must contend for, and therefore 
may ascertain it; 4. Being ascertained, we must contend for it with ut- 
most earnestness.”’ “Under the first head, we have this admirable synop- 
sis of truths contrasted with errors. “There can be bat one faith. Is 
not God one ? Of opposite or different forms of truth, can more than 
one be truth? Doth God reveal himself in Trinity; and yet do they 
receive his word who say, there is no Trinity of persons in the Godhead? 
Is Jesus God ; and yet is he but man, or highest of created beings, yet 
created? Is there no safety for the sinner but in his bleeding Cross ; 
and yet may man have merit in his works? Is it true that “ without ho- 
liness no man shall see the Lord ;” and yet may he who dies in unre- 
pented sin have hope of heaven? Did Jesus give himself a ransom for 
all; and yet are some passed over from eternity, as doomed to everlasting 
punishment? Has God a Church on earth; and yet isit indifferent who 
are and who are not partakers of its grace? Did Christ not glorify 
himself to be a high priest, but wait in meek obedience till the Father’s 
voice proclaimed from heaven, “* Hear ye him;” and yet is he to be al- 
lowed to minister in holy things who shows no warrant but his own 
self will? But why heap up absurdities? There is but “ one God, and 
one Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.” Under the 
second head, we are reminded that the words before us are not only true, 
but “ necessary for the times,” and how could we be taught on the pointin 
more impressive terms: ‘“‘ Never were those words of apostolic warning 
needed more than they are now. ‘The rapid growth of science in our 
age,’ as one has eloquently said, ‘has silently insinuated into all 
branches of knowledge a disposition to expand. It is assumed that all 
knowledge is, or should be, everon the move. The rude mechanical 
and physical sciences of earlier days have grown up, and consolidated 
themselves into full and harmonious systems, gathering fresh vigor with 
their growth, accumulating fact on fact, pilling induction on induction, 
building theory on theory, until we are amazed at the gigantic height to 
which, in the last two centuries, they have sprung. And, with the ad- 
vance of science, the intellectual habits of men have also acquired a new 
character and a new momentum; a keen hunger for discoveries, and a 
loathing of fixed and measured knowledge. Progression and new re- 
sults are indeed the very life of science. But the rule of faith is retro- 
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spective altogether, and the first axiom of apostolic truth is, Whatsoever 
is new is not of Christ.’ ” 

The third head, as to the means of ascertaing the faith, seeing the 
standard the Bible is so variously interpreted, ought to be entirely read 
to take its full scope, but we have room only for the following: ‘“‘ The 
Bishops of Christ’s Church,’ as one has well expressed it, ‘ have formed, 
as it were, a series of light bearers, who have delivered down the sacred 
torch from hand to hand, generation after generation.” Together with 
the sacred records, there has come down, in Christ’s own Church, a 
parallel stream of testimony, unbroken, undivided, and unwavering,— 
the seal set to, not seldom: with the blood of her most noble sons—that 
they, and no other, are the words which ‘ holy men of old, moved by the 
Holy Ghost,’ have written for our learning.” 

“The Church has been preserved to us, the keeper and the witness 
of the truth. ‘It is her office to anticipate all reasonings, by holding 
forth the well approved results. And for this very cause it pleased God 
in the beginning to store up in her, the whole treasure of the gospel: 
her sacred books were as a steadfast memory, ever correcting her con- 
ceptions of heavenly things; her living ministry, a thousand tongues ; 
her rule of faith, an universal instinct ; her councils, acts of delibera- 
tion; her decrees, utterances of judgment. She. was, and is a living, 
responsible being; witnessing, defining old truths, condemning false 
novelties. Her charge is to sustain from age to age, the whole body of 
revealed wisdom ; to imbue each successive generation of her children, 
with the conclusions of the faith, openly tendering also the proofs of 
Holy Scripture ; and thus, going before us from our childhood, being 
ever herself of one ripe age, teaching us what things are necessary, 
probable or doubtful, both what we must, and what we may believe; 
ever leading on those that will follow from conclusions to proofs, to inner 
ranges and to higher paths of wisdom.’” * * ‘ We say with admi- 
rable Dr. Hook, from whom. the last quotation has been cited, ‘ in taking 
the Prayer book fur your guide to the right understanding of Scripture, 
the whole Prayer book, creeds, catechism, articles, baptismal office, 
office for the eucharist, office for the ordaining of bishops, priests, and 
deacons—you take for your guide the consentient voice of the universal 
primitive Church’—in other words, ‘the faith once delivered to the 
saints.’ ”’ 


Report of the Scotish Episcopal Church Society, for the year 1839.— 
Edinburgh, 1839.—Early in the 18th century, (that is about 1700,) 
two societies were formed in England, the general objects of which were 
designated by these titles, ‘hat of the one being for the ** Promotion of 
Christian knowledge,” of the other *‘ the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign parts. These societies had for the field of their labors the British 
colonial possessions as well those in Asia, as in America. About one 
hundred years after, (that is in 1810,) encouraged by the success of the 
above named societies, two societies for the same purposes, with consti- 
tutional regulations almost the same, were instituted in our country, viz: 
* the Society for the advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina,” 
and that, under the same title in Pennsylvania. The chief difference 
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between our’s, and the transatlantic societies, was that our’s stuhe for the 
benefit of “ home,” their’s for thé benefit of “ abroad.” 

In Scotland, (as in America,) the Protestant Episcopal Church is not 
established, and poorly endowed, and therefore there was more need 
than in England for a society like that whose report is now before us. 
In 1838, at an ecclesiastical synod of the Episcopal Church in Scotland, 
the following wise and benevolent canon was adopted :—‘* Whereas, in 
the primitive Charch, and by apostolic order, collections were made for 
the poorer brethren, and for the propagation of the gospel, it is hereby 
decreed, that a similar practice shall be observed in the Scotish Episco- 
pal Church. Nor ought the poverty of the Church, nor any portion of 
it, to be pleaded as an objection, seeing that the divine commendation is 
given equally to those who, from their poverty, give a little with cheer- 
fulness, and to those who give largely of their abundance. For this pur- 
pose, a society, called ‘the Scottish Episcopal Church Society,” shall 
be formed ; the objects of which shall be, 1st, To provide a fund for 
aged or infirm clergymen, or salaries for their assistants, and general aid 
for congregations struggling with pecuniary difficulties ; 2d/y, To assist 
candidates for the ministry in completing their theological studies ; 3dly, 
To provide Episcopal school-masters, books, and tracts for the poor; 
4thly, To assist in the formation or enlargement of diocesan libraries. 
To promote these important purposes, a certain day shall be fixed upon 
annually by every diocesan synod, when a collection shall be made in 
every chapel throughout the diocese, and the nature and object of the 
society, in reference to the existing wants of the Church, shall be ex- 
plained to the people.” The society was snon after formed, and amon 
other “ rules’’ very similar to those of our societies, has these: —‘* The 
principal object, to be included under ‘general aid for congregations 
struggling with pecuaiary difficulties,’ shall be, to assist them in furnish- 
ing the incumbent with such an income as may be, in the opinion of the 
committee of the society, sufficient for his support. But no assistance 
shall be given by the society, unless it be certified by the bishop of the 
diocese, and the sub-committee appointed by him, that all exertions that 
may reasonably be expected from them have been made by the appli- 
cants, to provide their pastor with a suitable income.” ‘ Every Episco- 
palian subscribing 10s, annually, or being at one time a donor of 5 pounds 
or upwards to this society, or to the same amount to the Episcopal Fund, 
shall be a constant member of the society; and all annual payments 
to be considered due at Martinas.” ‘In the consideration of every 
claim for aid from the funds of the society, the committee of the Diocesan 
Association shall make it a preliminary inquiry, whether the provision of 
Canon 40th, as regards annual collections, have been complied with, but 
without any reference whatever to the amount collected.” “ The prayers 
annexed to these rules shall be used at every meeting of the society.” 
These prayers are the Lord’s prayer, the 3d Good Friday Collect, Direct 
us O Lord, &c., and the following original one: ‘‘O God from whom all 
holy desires, all good counsels, and all works of piety and charity do 
proceed, we beseech Thee to visit with thy favor our Sovereign Lady 
Queen Victoria, and so rule her heart that she may in all things seek 
Thy honor and glory. Prosper with thy blessing the design of this So- 
ciety. . Comfort with thy grace those benefactors who contribute to its 











































te ra 














368 New Publications. [March, 


support. Bless the ministry of Thy servants, the Clergy; the endeavors 
of all who are engaged in spreading the knowledge of true religion in 
this kingdom, and the labors of those Missionaries who are promoting 
the.same in foreign parts. And may Thy Holy Spirit direct all our 
consultations to the advancement of thy glory, and the good of Thy 
Church, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” In the statistical table of in- 
cumbents, whose income is inadequate to their support, and who there- 
fore are proper subjects for the society’s assistance, we notice such state- 
ments as these: ‘ The incumbent has to travel occasionally upwards of 
twenty miles in pastoral visitations—t Twelve miles to be travelled 
through bad roads” —* Forty miles to be travelled on pastoral duty, roads 
bad and heavy tolls. Expenses to be incurred in necessary travelling 
annually equa!ling a fourth part of clerical income.” 

At the anniversary meeting, there were several eloquent and instructive 
addresses, and these extracts cannot but be useful; *: This Society is 
based upon the scriptural rule to ‘do good unto all men, especially to 
them that are of the household of faith ;’ it is constructed, as far as the 
circumstances of our Church, and of society in the present day, will 
admit, upon the model laid down 1n the fourth chapter of the Book of the 
Acts, where it is said, ‘‘ Neither was there any among them that lacked: 
for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the prices of the things that were sold, and laid them down at the Apos- 
tles’ feet and distribution was made unto every man according as he had 
need.” This Society issanctioned by ecclesiastical authority. It has 
been, in fact, formally and regularly established by competent Episcopal 

ower, and in a manver perfectly consistent with the principles of our 
Church. In tracing this Society back to its origin, we have to go up- 
wards, and not downwards. Besides, it is the society of the whole 
Church, and not of a party in the Church, It is thus free from an objec- 
tion which is very frequently brought against other religious societies, 
such as the Bible Society and the Church Missionary Society, that they 
have originated with parties in the Church, and not with the heads and 
governors of the Church. Now, I desire candidly and publicly to say, 
that though I by no means see that this is a sufficient reason why I, as a 
minister of the gospel, should abandon the support. of these societies, 
and of some others which I am decidedly attached to, because they have 
been, and may still be, the means of bringing sinners to the Saviour, yet 
I do frequently feel it extremely uncomfortable, not to use a more em- 
phatic word, to find that in endeavoring to promote the objects of these 
societies, | am obliged to differ with the expressed opinions of ministers 
of my own Church, whom I respect and esteem,—opinions which 1 am 
far from desiring to trample upon as the offspring of blindness, but 
which, at the same time, from the view I take of the obligations attached 
to my office, as a minister of Christ, I feel myself not. only at liberty, 
but obliged to dissent from. But this objection cannot be brought against 
this society. It is not merely a society appointed by the Church, but it 
is a society commensurate with the Church; or, as the report says, it is 
the Church acting through a society. We have, in fact, the Church and 
the society both acting in harmony and concert. ‘The Church, as the 
pillar and ground of truth, holding out the doctrines, and the society 
giving a noble specimen of the practice which our holy religion incul- 
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cates and enjoins. We have the Church exhibiting the faith, and the 
society, to a certain extent, exhibiting the works of the gospel, and pro- 
ving that Christian principles are not mere empty and refined specula- 
tions, but the roots and germs of valuable and substantial practical 
godliness, bringing forth the fruits of righteousness to the praise and 
glory of God. And this Society should act as a centre and bond of union, 
as it supplies principles and prescribes a work on which al! consistent 
Churchmen should unite,—the Clergy and the Laity, each in their pro- 
per place and department, ardently and harmoniously co-opere!'ay i 
this work of faith and labor of love. But I must make some refeic 2 
to the objects which our society has in view. These, as the report says, 
are stated clearly and concisely in the 40th Canon. The first, and 
certainly the most important, is the giving assistance to the poor and 
destitute ministers of our Church, * * “Clergymen cannot live 
upon air. They must have atleast the necessaries, if not some of the 
comforts, of life, if they are to devote themselves to their sacred duties 
in a manner that is likely to lead to their efficient performance. In or- 
der that a minister should be useful he must be raised above poverty 
and want, and freed as much as possible from the common anxieties of 
lite. When called upon to administer the consolations of our holy reli- 
gion, his mind should be calm and tranquil; and this can’ never be as 
long as he filled with distressing cares about the temporal maintenance 
of himself and of his family. And I feel myself at liberty to speak 
boldly upon this point, and to say distinctly, that the temporal support 
of a minister should be provided for, not as an act of charity, but as a 
sacred right, for he who ** gave some apostles, and some evangelisis, 
and some pastors and teachers, for the work of the minisiry, and for the 
edifying of the body of Christ,” has sanctioned by his holy spirit this 
important rule—* The laborer is worthy of his hire.” And upon this 
point I would be pleased to see some of the nobility and gentry of the 
Episcopal communion in Scotland acting as some in my own country 
have done, attaching rent charges to their properties for the maintenance 
of a Christian minister.” * * ‘ There are pages in the history of our 
Church which might have been written with tears, and eannot be read 
without sighs. And yet, while the genius of romance has awakened all 
the chivalries of the heart to celebrate the sufferings of the Covenanters, 
the silent, but not less enduring heroism of the Scottish Episcopalians 
has been left unlaurelled by the wreath of the historian, and uncelebrated 
by the song of the poet. But where is the man (whatever his'view of 
the abstract question may be) who can peruse the scattered hints of the 
sorrows and exiles of Episcopalians between 1748 and 1792, without at 
least some thrills of admiration for men, who, having nailed their flag to 
the mast of principle, were determined to stand by their colors to the 
last, whether they waved in the sunshine of calm, or were rent in the 
gloom of the tempest? Let their firmness and example plead eloquently 
with us to-day ; for though we are now living under a milder atmos- 
phere, though persecution is kept at bay, bigotry is softened, and preju- 
dices are fast disappearing under the instructive light of truth, the plain’ 
truth must be honestly avowed, we are but a tolerated, and not a trium- 
phant, a protesting, nota prosperous Church.” * * Theoties of 
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salvation are abroad in the world which have no basis in Scripture ; for 
here, allow me to ask, is salvation ever said to be obtainable without the 
Church of Christ? Is not the Church to be reverently contemplated as 
a spiritual apparatus set up by the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, as an ap- 
pointed instrument for conveying peace into the human soul? And 
when we thus view this great design for lifting a fallen creation out of 
the darkness of sin and death into the light and life of immortality, can 
we ever ponder too deeply on our Church responsibilities in reference to 
the capacity and preciousness of a soul, for which the Saviour died ?” 
** Let us remember how extensively the imposture of mere excitement 
is acting, and what thousands mistake the indulgence of the sensibilities 
for the realities of the heart !”’ 

Let like societies be formed in each of our dioceses, let each member 
of the Church, (the infant not excepted) if possible become, or be made 
amember cf the society. Let extra bounties center in this treasury, 
and the effect will be the increase of the Church, the spiritual benefit of 
the members, (for God’s promise standeth sure, ‘“ he that watereth will 
be watered also himself,”) and the highest welfare of the country— 
Amen! 

Christian Unity, a Sermon, preached at the Matriculation of Students 
of the General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States, on the evening of Advent Sunday, Nov. 29th, 1840, 
an St. Peter’s Church, New-York. By Benjamin 7. Onderaonk, D. D., 
Bishop of the Diocese of New-York, and Professor of the Nature, Minis- 
try, and Polity of the Church. Published by request of the Matriculating 
Students—W hat more important topic could have been brought before 
these young men! To set their minds on the considerations, whether 
they were connected with the one body of Christ—what are the means 
of that one body ; what are the advantages on the one hand of union with 
it, and the dangers on the other of separation from it—how useful is such 
a design, and we may truly add it has been ably carried out. 

The importance of Christian unity is thus succinctly set forth :— 
** Viewed in the full light of all its legitimate bearings and connexions, 
it may be regarded as the great conservator of the faith, holiness, and 
virtue of the gospel, and as placing Christians, both individually, and in 
their corporate capacity as the Church, in that position in which it is the 
revealed will of the Holy Ghost that the blessed influences of his grace 
should do their benign and happy work of conferring holiness and spiri- 
tual elevation of character in this world, and meet preparation for the 
eternal glories and felicities of the world to come.” 

The centre of this unity, the purposes of the one Church, and the du- 
ties of its members, are thus comprehensively described. This unity 
consists “‘ in the one Church, served by the one ministry, holding the 
one faith, and one in its adherence to the sacraments and worship of the 
gospel. Therefore, in this one Church to worship God, learn his will, 
and seek the sanctifying and saving influences of his grace ; and to en- 
deavor to promote its increase and prosperity, and, through it, to disse- 
minate: the knowledge and influence of true religion ; are, in their 
esteem, essentially connected with the preservation of Christian unity, 
and the possession of the true Christian spirit.” * * “ Christian 
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unity, therefore, on evangelical and:primitive principles, requires that 
individuals be admitted into the Church by the sacrament of baptism, 
and maintain communion with it by uniform and consistent attendance 
on the services of its proper ministry ; that the several branches of this 
Church maintain allegiance to their respective Bishops ; and that all, in 
humble and uncompromising reception and adoption of the great Catholie 
principles of the Church, submit also to such regulations of order and 
discipline as may, with due authority be ordained. 

“This Christian unity, besides being conscientiously maintained, 
should be guarded and strengthened by all good Christians—by the ge- 
neral consistency of their character and conduct. Schism, or a violation 
of this unity, by separating from the Church, or causing parties in it, is 
declared in Scripture, and was held by the primitive Christians, to be a 
great sin, and therefore inconsistent with a sincere Christian profession. 
This sin may indeed be committed under circumstances rendering it 
more the misfortune than the fault of its subject, and therefore—there 
is the delightful persuasion—be recommended, for Christ’s sake, to the 
forbearance and mercy of the great Judge. But still, it is a sin; for the 
word of God declares it such. And upon the just and allowed principles 
of. both religious and moral law, whatever abets or encourages it, par- 
takes of its sinful nature. The conscientious preservation, then, of 
Christian unity will lead to that consistency of deportment which with- 
holds all encouragement to departures, in ministry, sacraments, worship, 
doctrine, or disciple, from those which are connected with the unity of 
the Catholic Church, and of that branch of it to which, in the course of 
Providence, we may be united.” 

We invite attention to the following excellent remarks on the necessity 
of forms :—“ Ever since the world began, God has been pleased to re- 
quire of men, not merely an internal and spiritual, but also an outward 
and bodily worship. And this clear indication of the divine mind should 
be a sufficient answer to all the cavils which man’s weak and vain judg- 
ment, in its ungodly resistance of the Holy Spirit’s will and wisdom, may 
raise against the binding obligation on a truly Christian conscience, of 
forms and order in religion. Indeed such is human nature, and thus so 
fully do providence and grace harmonize in our heavenly parent's care for 
our best interests, that without external form and order, and that observed, 
not merely voluntarily, but for conscience-sake, true evangelical spiritu- 
ality cannot be maintained. It will either evaporate, and leave nought 
behind but a dull lifeless residuum, Christian but in name, infidel in 
reality ; or run loose in all the demoralization, and ungodly influences of 
confused and untrammelled excitement. While man is in the body, he 
must, to be the true and consistent servant of God, act upon a religion 
of outward form and rule, as well as of inward affection and devotion.” 

Again, on yielding to popular opinion, “ the principles, views, and 
feelings of the present day are entitled to just the same consideration as 
those of any other period. They are the judgments of weak and falli- 
ble men. They are to be compared with the only rule of right judg- 
ment, the will and word of God. If they accord with it, they are right, 
and to be maintained; if not, they are wrong, and to be rejected. No 
popularity should gain forthem any favor. No apparent holiness or 
lovelinéss of character in their advocates, and no extent and brilliancy 
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of success in their operations, should interfere with the most impartial 
and strict judgment of them by the test of Scripture, and of primitive 
Catholicity as the Scripture’s best interpreter.” » 

The mistakes respecting evangelical piety are accurately noticed in 
the following extract: “It is a wretched delusion to suppose that a truly 
evangelical character can be maintained on any other than the sound 
principles of the Christian Church. Whatever would lead you to a 
neglect or light estimation of these—depend upon it—is a guide which 
would draw you far aside from God and his Christ. True vital piety 
is to be found only in that surrendering of soul, body, and spirit, 
which embraces all the views, and is piously devoted to all the duties, 
which Christ has connected with his holy Church. But remember that 
connexion with that Church, to be effectual, must be internal as well as 
outward. Soul and spirit must be there as well as the body. The 
whole man must there be subject unto Christ, or the privilege of 
being there will awfully increase both guilt and condemnation.” 





ee 
SELECTIONS, 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


THE LITURGY OF THE CHURCH DAILY, MORNING AND EVENING. 


On the above subject, the article in the number for May, (page 52,) 
seemed to have left nothing more to be said. But the following (for 
which we are indebted to “‘ the Churchman,” certainly presents addi- 
tional views and motives ; why might not this privilege—this venerable, 
holy, useful practice in the faithful attention to which a divine blessing 
on our Church and community might reasonably be expected—be intro- 
duced into Charleston. Can it be objected to asa mew measure? No! 
for its date is as early as that of the Mosaic dispensation, and it had the 
sanction of the Christian Church in its purest primitive age. Is it said 
very few would attend? “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.” The very existence of such a custom is monitory 
and instructive. And how valuable the comfort in the season of sorrow, 
the satisfaction under all circumstances, the cqntrol over an absorbing 
world, the spiritual meditations, the adyancement in religious knowledge 
and in pious affections, which under the blessing of God’s grace, those 
few, that “little flock” who, like Anna in the Gospel, ‘‘ departed not 
from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers, day and 
night,” might yea, probably would experience, But we will not attempt 
to improve an extract. 

From the Churgh of England Magazine. 


Much of the time which was formerly dedicated to God has already 
been alienated, and applied to other uses. The practice of week-day 
prayers has almost entirely ceased in our Parish Churches. The festi- 
vals of the Church are scarcely remembered. A portion of the nation, 
jnconsiderable neither in numbers nor influence, is claiming the Sabbath 
as a day of wordly enjoyment. Where will be the end of these en; 
eroachments upon the worship and seryice of Almighty God? The 
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cathedral institutions present the strongest bulwark against further inno- 
vations in the national worship. They rest upon this broad principle,— 
that it is sacrilege to curtail the worshipwof God, They remain as a 
standing protest against the modern doctrine, that man’s indifference to 
his eternal interests may justify the desecration of holy places, and the 
abolition of holy ordinances. They seem to say to the fickle and impa- 
tient worshippers of the present day, your fathers worshipped in this 
house of God ; and not one word of their prayers, not one note of their 
praises, will we diminish, “ whether ye will hear, or whether ye will 
forbear.” 

The cathedral, whether it be attended by few or many worshippers, 
is still the perpetual temple of the Holy Ghost—the altar of morning 
and evening sacrifice—the oratory of daily and unceasing prayer. Can 
it be denied that God is glorified by the daily worship of his Church? 
We may further remark, on this point, that the cathedrals are almost the 
only places in which the word of God is publicly read on every day of 
the year. The framers of the calendar evidently intended to combine, 
in the services of the Church, the two advantages of a complete perusal 
of the whole bible,* and of a more particular application of select por- 
tions to certain days and seasons. The weekly order of the lessons an- 
swers to the one purpose ; and the appointed lessons for Sundays and 
holydays to the other. The Sunday lessonsare read in all churches; 
the lessons appointed for holydays, in the cathedrals and in a few Parish 
Churches: but in the cathedrals almost the whole of the Old Testament 
is publicly read once in every year, and the New Testament, with the 
exception of the Apocalypse, thrice. Is it, then, or is it not, the boun- 
den duty of beings who derive all their hopes and blessings from their 
knowledge of revelation, to provide for the entire and constant publica- 
tion of the word of salvation which God has mercifully revealed? If 
so, then the cathedral Churches perform a service which, though it has 
been discontinued in most of our Parish Churches, is doubtless accepta- 
ble in the sight of God, and therefore ought to be venerable in the eyes 
of men. The cathedral minister. alone continues to read, “day by day, 
from the first day unto the last day, in the book of the luw of God.”t 

Next to the duty of promoting the glory of God, by the ordinance of 
daily worship, the most important office of the cathedral clergy is inter- 
cession. Not a day passes in which they do not implore the mercies of 
God for this great and sinful nation, and for every one of the sinners of 
whom that nation is composed. Do the people sin? The prayer that 
rises continually to heaven, from within the sanctuary of the cathedral, 
seems to say, in the spirit of Samuel, “ God forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord, in ceasing to pray for you.” Does the great council 
of the nation err? Within the same walls the prayer is daily heard, that 
God “ would be pleased to direct and prosper all their consultations to 
the advancement of his glory and the good of bis Church.” Are the 
Clergy negligent? The same unceasing voice is heard to pray, that God 


* With the exception of such portions of Scripture as have been intentionally omitted 
in the calendar, viz., parts of the Levitical law, of the prophecy of Ezekiel, and of the 
book of Revelation. ; 

” ¢ Nehemiah, viii. 18. At all events, this practice is a standing warning to remind us 
grbat was the original intention of the Church, and how much we fall short of it, 
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‘* would send down upon our bishops and curates the healthful spirit of 
his grace, and pour upon them the continual dew of his blessing.” Are 
the Laity backward? Again the same intercessor offers up his daily 
prayer to God, that all men “ may show forth his praise, not only with 
their lips, but in their lives.’”” Does the sin of schism prevail? The 
cathedral minister never ceases to pray, “that all who profess and call 
themselves Christians may hold the faith in unity of spirit and in the 
bond of«peace.” In short, while the daily service of the cathedrals is 
maintained, the sun can never set upon any national or private sin, for 
which prayer has not that very day been offered up to Almighty God. 
This is an advantage entirely distinct from that communion of prayer 
which is supposed by some to be essential to the effect of the ordinance. 
‘The prayer of a righteous man,” as St. James tells us, “availeth 
much.” And this peculiar power of intercession is well stated by 
Hooker, “ that it is a benefit which the good have always in their power 
to bestow, and the wicked never in theirs to refuse.”’ There must al- 
ways be least communion in prayer at the very time that prayer is most 
needed. Abraham stood alone when he interceded with God. A sin- 
ful world may refuse to pray, but it cannot altogether set aside the mer- 
cy which is obtained for it by the intercession of the faithful. May the 
time never come when a single living soul shall be able to say with truth, 
that prayer is not made “ without ceasing of the Church unto God for 
him.” — Selwyn. 


Extract from Bishop Delancey’s late Address to the Convention. 
DIOCESAN MISSIONARIES. 


The number of missionaries now actually engaged in this Diocese is 
38, and the number of stations is 49. These stations comprehend 54 
organized Churches, and twenty-one places where the Church is not yet 
organized, and require the services of fif:y clergymen. The vacant sta- 
tions will probably, the most of them, be soon filled. From this state- 
ment it will be perceived at once how imposing is the obligation which 
rests upon the Church to sustain such anestablishment. We have the 
largest Diocesan missionary establishment in the Church in the United 
States. No missionary effort in any Diocese, except the neighboring 
one of New-York, can be compared to it in regard either to number or 
prospects. Every county in the Diocese furnishes missionary ground, 
and will be likely to furnish new stations for years to come. In urging 
the concentration of our efforts upon the support of the missions of the 
Diocese asa primary duty, | feel that 1 am far from acting on the narrow 
principle whichis sometimes ascribed to such as place Diocesan mis- 
sions paramount. It is a broad and comprehensive principle of duty— 
the duty of following the leadings of Providence in selecting the ap- 
propriate sphere of exertion—which does govern, and, | humbly think, 
should govern a decision on this point. In the view which I have been 
enabled to take of the condition and prospects of the Church in this 
Diocese, [ am more deeply impressed than ever by the paramount claim 
of our Diocesan missions. Under God, they constitute the sheet an- 
chor of the Church amoagst us. The time may come, I pray God it 
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may come soon, when ample means and well stored laborers may go 
forth from this part of the vineyard, to gladden other portions of our 
country and of the world with that wisdom which is better than rubies ; 
but at present we can do little beyond offering our most cordial prayers, 
that God may guide appointed laborers to the vast fields of ignorance 
and delusion, which in our own country and abroad, make the Christian 
heart tomourn. No one can deny that the field immediately around us 
is ‘“* white unto the harvest.”” And the simple question with us is, shall 
we continue to reap it with faithful and self-denying diligence, or shall 
we leave it to perish where it grows. lt would argue little of the ex- 
pansive charity of the Guspel of Christ, to shut out from our commisse- 
ration or our prayers, the wants and woes of the spiritually destitute 
wherever they may be found, yet it would argue less of the wisdom of 
the serpent, to abandon fields of ascertained usefulness and of most 
pressing claims, where can be seen almost upraised before our eyes the 
very finger of Providence pointing us to the sphere of duty, that we 
may expend our energies and our means upon regions, where, dark as is 
the cloud of ignorance and idolatry hanging over them, yet no glimmer- 
ing of such a direct providential guidance can be ascertained indicating 
the path of duty. It is not then to bar up the soul to the deep moral 
woes of other lands, to lessen your abhorrence of idolatry, to induce you 
to regard that gloomy empire of superstition, delusion, error, crime, and 
opposition to God, which the prince of darkness has erected among dis- 
tant nations of the earth, and which bears such terrific sway over some 
of the loveliest portions of the globe, with one iota less of pity for the 
deluded worshipper, or of detestation for his sin, or of heartfelt solici- 
tude for his recovery and conversion to the one true God and his Son 
Jesus Christ, that 1 urge these views. Nor isit to be supposed that 
they feel not for the destitution of heathen lands, who yet discern no 
call of duty to alienate their labors and means from the fields which 
God has opened immediately around them. Still less truly can it be in- 
ferred that the power of the gospel has penetrated less deeply into their 
hearts, because they prefer the quiet, unobtrusive, but laborious mission 
at home, to the more exciting, and conspicuous, and perilous engage- 
ments abroad. No, the love of the Saviour and of souls burns as truly— 
and I doubt not the day of judgment will prove it so—and the prayer of 
faith goes up as fervently, and as steadily, for a perishing world among 
Christian pastors and people inthe retired villages of the country, 
where God in his providence has called them to sustain his Church, as 
in the case of those, who, misjudging the motive, and questioning the 
fact, are loud in propounding zeal for distant labors as the test of piety 
and devoteduess to God, and secretly or openly regard or proclaim the 
diocesan and domestic missionary as animated by a feebler zeal or a less 
devoted piety than the foreign laborer. The true test of a missionary 
spirit is not whether the clergyman is willing to go abroad, or to go to 
this spot, or that, which himself shall select ; but whether he is willing to 
labor wherever God in his providence shall call him. 

I make these remarks, brethren, because some are accustomed to think 
and speak as if no labors for Christ were entitled to the name of mis- 
sionary labors, unless they are on a portion of the field exterior to the 
Diocese, or the country. In this way the privations and sacrifices of our 
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missionaries are underrated ; and it is due to the men whose services 
God has so signally blessed, and who in selecting their spheres of duty 
amongst us may claim to be following the leadings of Providence as 
much as others, that the missionary character of our Diocese should be 
distinctly asserted. In missionary labors the Church in this section of 
the State began: by such labors has it been gathered and moulded into’ 
its present shape: in the path of such labors will long lie its duty and 
its interests: for such labors it has now buckled on the armor and bra- 
ced itself for the work of self-support: in such labors may it ever be 
engaged, carrying spiritual light to the ignorant, and’ bread to the desti- 
tute, within our own limits, or to our own distant territory, or to foreign 
lands, as Christ by his providence shall dictate, until at length the whule 
of Christ’s dispersed sheep shall be gathered into one fold, and the 
kingdom of sin, satan and death, be wholly overthrown. 


PARSONAGES. 

It is gratifying to be able to state that increased attention has been 
excited in several parishes to the important measure of providing par- 
sonages for the residence of the clergy. About 15 of the Churches are 
already known to be thus provided, and several others have engaged 
directly or indirectly in the work of making such provision. 


3 FUND FOR DISABLED CLERGY. ) 
Among the subjects which occupy the reflections and often stir the’ 
deepest feelings in the bosom of him who is over you in the Lord, is the 
utter want of any provision by the Church for her aged, infirm, or su- 
perannuated clergy, who having borne the heat and burden of the day, 
are often, as age or debility comes upon them, cut off not only from the 
spheres of usefulness, but even from the very means of subsistence. 
Christian liberality has provided no retreat for this class of persons. 
Comfortable asylums open their doors to the disabled soldier andsailor 
of the state, or the cheering pension arrays itself against the inroad of 
grinding poverty. But for the soldier of the cross, worn out in the 
service of the Church, or bowed down by disease arresting him some- 
times in the midst of usefulness, nothing is provided. How long shall 
this reproach continue? May God put it into the heart of some one to 
devise the plan, or to furnish the means for making this much needed 
provision in the Church at large, for the venerable brethren whom 
younger and more active men are crowding from the field of labor ! 
Such a suggestion and such an effort will originate in our youthful 
Diocese with extreme propriety. The state of things amongst us is 
such, that the call and the need are for vigorous active men. This is, in 
general, the class of men that occupy the soil and wield the destinies of 
this section of the State, and by such a class of laborers is the spiritual 
harvest also be reaped. Let not, then, the youthful recruit forget the 
veteran and aged soldiers of the cross.. Let not the strong and vigorous 
disregard the wants of those whom time, or Providence, or toil has disa- 
bled from the service of the Church. While our parishes too are calling: 
so loudly for youthful piety and zeal, let them not put aside from regard 
the few aged laborers amongst us, but stand ready in this way to softer 
the asperities of poverty, to cheer up the desponding mind to smooth 
the downward path, for the men who oice trod the stage of action. 
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Poetry. 


POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


“HAVE MERCY UPON US!”’ 


Amid this world’s contending cares, 
Each struggling hour I live, 

I feel how needful in our prayers 
Is this one word—Forgive ! 


Forgive the madness of the mirth 
Which, when all things look gay, 

Leads us to love the things of mm 
Before a heavenly way! 


Forgive the Vanity—the Pride— 
That stern, besetting sin, 

Which, though not difficult to hide, 
Is yet most deep, within. 


Forgive the sorrow which repines, 
.And murmers at Thy ways, 
The groan with which the heart resigns 
The Hope of many days! 


Forgive our Pride—forgive our Glee— 
Forgive our deep Despair! . 
Great God! whene’er I kneel to thee, 
“ Forgive!” is all my prayer! 
MARIE. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
Messrs, Editors,—They who were pleased with the article in the January number’ 
on “ Wordly Amusements,” will be with the following Hymn, written in a kindrei! 
spirit, by Bishop Heber. 
Incarnate Word, who, wont to dwell 
In lowly shape and cottage cell, 
Didst not refuse a guest to be, 
At Cana’s poor festivity : 


Oh, when our soul from care is free, 
Then, Saviour, may we think on Thee, 
And, seated at the festal board, 

In Fancy’s eye behold the Lord. 


Then may we seem, in Fancy’s ear, 

‘Thy manna-dropping tongue to hear, 
And think,—even now, thy searching gaze 
Each secret of our soul surveys! 


So may such joy, chastised and pure, 
Beyond the bounds of earth endure ; 
ere plese in the wounded mind | 


leave a rankling sting behind! 


You. xvin—no. 12. 
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FROM ATHANASION. 


BY MR. COXE. 


* Ay, who shall stand these Gothic aisles within, 
Nor feel with Alfred and with England kin ? 
Who here shall bend at eucharist and prayer, 
And not a moment breathe old England’s air? 
Who here shall come when Christmas wreaths are green, 
And not the Druid’s misletoe be seen? 

Who here devout his Christian head shall bow 
For bishop’s blessings on his primal vow, 

Nor breathe one “ Glory” to the Power Divine 
For our Apostles in an English line ? 

Or where’s the pulse that, if it knows no bound 
When out the chimings of old England sound, 
Lays still as tame, when o’er this giant land 

He sees the many towers of learning stand, 
Aud hears how holy Church, that sent afar 

Her bold Apostles to the western star, 

With that red banner that in Salem flew, 
Claims our young letters for her nursling too ?” 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Annual Convention of the Diocese of South-Carolina.—It was opened 
on the 10th February, with the morning prayer, a sermon by the Rector 
of St. Matthew’s Parish, and the administration of the Lord's supper. 
After organizing the body, and electing as Secretary the Rector of St. 
John’s, Berkley, the Bishop delivered the address required by the‘ 
Canon. The report from a Committee on an Episcopal School was read, 
and several resolutions on the subject adopted. The proposed Constitu- 
tion was discussed in ‘‘ Committee of the whole,” and as amended it was 
adopted by an unanimous vote, the greater number of the amendments 
proposed were lost, and the Constitution as ratified is substantially the 
same submitted by the Committee last year. It was resolved to recom- 
mend that in future the delegates should be elected from among the Com- 
municants. The members of the Standing Committee, and the deputies : 
to the General Convention were chosen by ballot. The Convention was ' 
in session nearly a week, owing to the discussion of the proposed Con- 
stitution. The perfect unanimity attending its adoption, was not ex- 
pected, and is an occasion for congratulation. When the Journal is 
printed we may notice further the transactions of the Convention. 


Protestant Episcopal Society for the advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina.—At the last quarterly meeting of the Board of Trus- 
tees, it was resolved that the annual appropriation for the increase of 
the Permanent Fund should be discontinued, and that for the said in- 
crease, reliance should be had on the amount paid by the subscribers for 
life, or legacies, and on specific donations. The anniversary meeting of 
the Society, on the Tuesday in the week of the assembling of the Con- 
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vention (Feb. 9th,) was opened at St. Philip’s Church, with divine ser- 
vice, and a sermon by the Rector of St. John’s, Berkley, (the Rev. C. 
Wallace,) which gave some interesting statistics, showing the continually 
increasing usefulness of the institution, after which the members assem- 
bled at the library house in Chalmers-street, the annual report was read 
and ordered to be published :—a Committee, on motion was appointed, 
to consider the existing relation of this Society to the Church, and to 
inquire as to the expediency of bringing .it into a more intimate con- 
nexion with the Convention. The officers of last year were re-elected, 
with the exception that the Assistant Minister of St. Philip’s, was elected 
a Trustee in the room of a Clergyman, who had removed from the Dio- 


cese. 





Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society —T he “ Spirit of Migsions” 
for February, contains the reports of 13 Domestic Missionaries, and 1 
Foreign, also a communication from Crete. A Missionary in Illinois 
writes: “ A collection for Missions will be made on Sunday next, and 
hereafter as often as once each quarter, My people are ready and wil- 
ling to give ; but the amount will not probably be great, at present. They 
desire to acknowledge the generous aid rendered them for two years 
past by the Domestic Committee ; 


And “ O may they repay this debt 
To regions solitary yet 
Throughout this desert land,” 


One from Wisconsin writes: ‘“ Indeed the fields of Wisconsin * are al- 
ready ripe for the harvest’? There is abundance of labor. Where are 
the workmen? ‘To perform faithfully and efficiently the duties of a 
Missionary inthis Territory, I will not say, a constitution of iron, and 
freedom from all pecuniary and other embarrassments are needed, but I 
will say, the devout prayers of the Church, and the aid of the Holy One 
of Israei are necessary. O Lord, remember Sion; let her waste pla- 
ces become like a garden of pleasant plants, and her wilderness a 
fruitful field; so thy name shall be magnified in our midst, and praise 
shall wait for thee in all our tabernacles.” ‘The Missionary at Constan- 
tinople writes: “ We aim not at dissolving the unity of these Churches, 
but, on the contrary, we desire and labor for its preservation. Our work, 
in the ordinary course of things, demands more time, more patience, 
and more faith, for it is always easier to tear down than to build up. 
Destruction is effected by taking away, piece by piece, while preserva- 
tion requires that a constant influence should be exerted over the whole 
mass. But if the last is according to the mind of Christ, (and who that 
reads his parting instructions to his disciples can doubt it?) we are not 
to neglect it because it requires a higher exercise of fortitude and pa- 
tience. Our simple duty istolearn and perform his will.g The work te 
be accomplished in the Churches of the East is the restoration of primi- 
tive piety and the preservation of Catholic Unity, and we neglect a 
large portion of our duty if we attempt the one while we overlook the 
other.” The amount reported is for Domestic Missions $5647, of which 
$5914 from South-Carolina ; for Foreign $994, from South-Carolina $50. 
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- Consecration of the Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church for the 
Diocese of Georgia.—This important transaction took place in Christ 
Church, Savannah, on the first Sunday in Lent, (Feb. 28,) 1841. Morn- 
ing prayer was read by the Rector of St. Michael’s Church, and the les- 
sons by the Rector of St. Peter’s Church, (Charleston,) the sermon was 
by the Bishop of Virginia; the document as to the election; the testi- 
monials from the Standing Committees of the Dioceses; and the evi- 
dence of the consent of the Bishops, were read by the Rector of Christ 
Church, (Savannah,) the consecration office was by the Bishop of Vir- 
ge who was the presiding Bishop, assisted by the Bishop of North- 

arolina, and the Bishop of South-Carolina—in the Lord’s supper, all 
the Clergy present, (4 Bishops and 8 Presbyters,) and a large number of 
the Laity participated. The music, both vocal and instrumental, was 
well sustained—the Psalm was the 99th, four last verses, and the Hymn 
the 99th—the whole service was instructive, and monitory, and affecting 
beyond description. There was, we hope and trust, a true “ communion 
of the saints,” not of the living only, but of the departed also, that the 
innumerable company of angels was there; and above all—that the 
Great Head of the Church was in the midst of these “ gathered together 
in his name,” with his blessing. We have a few remarks to add re- 
specting the sermon, which we trust will be printed, as has been re- 
‘quested. The text was 1 Tim. 3, 14 and 15; and not only i#, but other 
texts in the Epistles to Timothy were faithfully expounded. The doc- 
trine of Episcopacy, that is, the doctrine that the Ministry in the Church 
“‘ elected in Christ,” out of the redemed world, consists of three orders, 
each having common, as well as distinct functions, and responsibilities, 
was briefly vindicated—the guilt, and evil consequences to the officer, 
the members of the Church, both of the Clergy and Laity, and the com- 
munity in general, of negligence, or relaxed zeal and effort on his part, 
were set forth by the combined power of the mind, the heart, the ima- 
gination, the voice and the action, and enforced by the authority, and the 
never to be equalled energy, in thought and language, of the “ word of 
God.” Circumstances peculiar to the members of the Ohurch in Geor- 
gia, or more properly in the Southern Dioceses, were happily named as 
calling for consideration, sympathy, and action; and the appeal was strong 
to those who have named the name of Christ, to beware of even thé 
appearance of valuing the goods of this world otherwise than chiefly as 
means of doing good, especially in promoting the cause of the gospel, 
and the welfare of souls—of being surpassed, {as alas, the preacher 
thought they sometimes were, and even in this last named department of 
usefulness,) in liberality, by those whoare not among the professed fol- 
lowers of their divine redeemer—the opportunity was also embraced of 
appropriately expressing gratitude for the late munificent foundation of 
the Seminary for the Diocese of Georgia, to be located at Macon. That 
the solemnitiés of this occasicn will be beneficial to many we firmly be- 
lieve ; and that the expectations, the hopes, and’ the desires connected 
with the main purpose of them promising so much to the Diocese of 
Georgia; to the Church in these United States—to our large country— 
and we must add to the great cause of the gospel, which is to be gradually, 
and in due season universally diffused, is our sincere prayer. ‘The 
evening service” was postponed, in consequence of the lateness or the 
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hour at which the morning duties closed, to the night—-The Bishop of 
North-Carolina preached discriminatingly and impressively on faith—its 
necessity as a means of forgiveness or justification—of growth in holi- 
ness and Christian virtue generally—and of final salvation and glory. 


Christian Charity.—Mr. Cobb, a Banker at Margate, Kent, (Eng.) has 
offered to endow Trinity Chapel in that town with the sum of £5,000 or 
$25,000, to pay an evening lecturer on Weduesday’s and Saturdays ; 
the first incumbent to be named by Mr. Cobb himself, but afterwards by 
the Vicar for the time being. If our wealthy members rightly apprecia- 
ted the responsibility which their possessions bring with them, we should 
hear of such foundations in our own country also.— Banner of the Cross. 

Protestant Missions.—England does more for Missions, than all the 
rest of the Protestant world united. She has 614 Missionary Societies ; 
while the rest of Protestant Christendom has less than 450! She con- 
tributed last year over a million eight hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars ; while all other Protestant contributions hardly amounted to half a 
million —Church Chronicle. 

Safe Investment.—A Christian merchant on the morning after the great 
fire had consumed $17,000,000 of property to destruction, had been 
wealthy, and had contributed much to the cause of Home Missions, met 
Mr. B. who commisserated with him upon his loss; and the reply was, 
“ yes, I am now a poor man; but when [ think of the destruction of m 
property, it is a consolation for me to remember, that the money which I 
gave in support of Home Missions is safe.” 

Washington College.—The catalogue contains the names and resi- 
dences of eighty-three students at present in that institution. The 
course of instruction is very complete, and the character of the gentle- 
men who compose the faculty is a sufficient guarantee that it is fully car- 
ried out in practice; not merely storing the mind with knowledge, but 
teaching it to think for itself, and thus constituting education in its best 
sense. ‘I'he expenses are moderate for all, and to necessitous students 
designing to enter the ministry, the charge for tuition is remitted. The 
college is entirely Episcopal, and well deserves the patronage of the 
Church.— Banner of the Cross. 

Bermuda.—The Bishop of Newfoundland says, there were but three 
clergymen officiating throughout the colony. Some of the parish churches 
were dilapidated, and had been for years altogether closed; in others, 
the celebration of divine service occurred but once in a quarter; the 
naval yard, though in an isolated position, had no chaplain; the gaols 
had no appointed ministers ; the hospitals were unvisited ; the schools in 
connexion with the established church, and forming an integral part of 
its machinery, were, with the exception of a Sunday school iv this pa- 
ish, almost unknown. The spiritual destitution of the colored popu- 
lation was confessedly deplorable. Some of the slaves who were 
employed as domestics, or lived as children in the more religious house- 
holds, were, it is true, benevolently instructed by their proprietors. 
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Christian baptisms among them were unfrequent; promiscuous concu- 
binage was common ; the bond of marriage was generally discouraged : 
and the admission of any of them to the sacrament of the Lord’s sup- 
per, was scarcely contemplated. Such was the aspect of the Church of 


Bermuda at the period of my first acquaintance with it in the year 1821. 


I now leave the colony, (not without a hope, God permitting me, of soon 
revisiting it) with nine parish churches enlarged and embellished to a 
degree which would be highly creditable to a wealthier country ; with 
five chapel school-houses, licensed for the performance of divine ser- 
vice ; with adequate provision for the chaplaincies of the naval arsenal, 
of three prison ships, and of the gaols of Hamilton and St. George’s; 
with ten clergymen on the list of the establishment ; with sixteen schools, 
in which, under the superintendence of the rectors and missionaries, 
more than eight hundred pupils are gratuitously instructed in the truths 
of the gospel, and in the formularies of the Church of England; with a 
branch of the society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, rendered 
popular and efficient ; with lending libraries in almost every parish; with 
crowded congregations demanding yet more accommodation for increas- 
ing worshippers in their respectixe sanctuaries; and with nine hundred 
communicants, nearly one-third of whom is of the colored class.— Banner 


of the Cross. 


Poor Ministers.—If ministers will think that they ought to live very 
comfortably, and even lay up a little for adversity, old age, and their 
families, it is not possible, in the present state and prospects of the 
Church, to devote themselves exclusively to their official duties. I pur- 
posely pass by the questions concerning the absolute duty of submission 
to poverty, or whether it is their rightful inheritance, or most conducive 
to their usefulness, or is honorable to the Church, and insist only on the 
fact that they must be poor, if Providence does not specially assist them, 
or they do not connect some other business with their high and holy cal- 
ling. In proof of this, look at the number who are poor. The majority 
of ministers get from three to five hundred dollars a year. When we 
take into view their families, hospitality, want, of acquaintance often 
with wordly management, and the dribbling manner in which they re- 
ceive a portion of their promised salaries, it is at once perceived that it 
is with the utmost difficulty, accumpanied with grievous harassment of 
mind, that they can hold life and their families together from year to year. 
If faithful sketches of the situations of many of the brethren were given, 
they would embody a report of facts which would startle the Church; 
and, if they did not excite sympathy, would at least, silence unbelief in 
relation to their destitution and trials, the charge of selfishness, and the 
busy tongue of censure. The necessity of the fact presses on us again 
if we look at the number of our weak destitutions, and the churches that 
are yet to be gathered. Moreover, a great many of our own people are 
so zealous for our spirituality, and so desirous of our usefulness, that it 
seems they can hardly be brought to think that we are flesh and blood 
like themselves, and have the same wants; or, they think that poverty 
is our doom, and that it would be wicked in them to attempt to alter it; 
or, that we have some hocus pocus way of living, beyond the ordinary 
methods which minister to their necessities and comfort. O for the 
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Welshman’s ladder, that we might go up to heaven on Sabbath evening, 
and come down again on the next Sabbath morning! 

Now, the qnestion is, will we consent to poverty ¢ Will those who are 
engaged in secular employments relinquish them? and will the young 
men who are preparing, and may hereafter prepare, for the ministry, 
make up their minds to endure privations and poverty, and sometimes 
absolute want? It is important that the-determination be deliberately 
taken, so that no expections be afterwards disappointed. If laid up by 
lingering sickness, or put aside by the infirmities of premature or actual 
old age, you must look to your wives and children, if able, to provide for 
you; and you are not to calculate, after your death, on much, or long 
assistance to your families, from those who have enjoyed your labors, as 
they will generally consider that you have been sufficiently burthensome 
to them while living —Presbyterian. 


Munificence of Bishops and -Churchmen—Dr, Goodman in “The 
Court of King James I.” says, I will join these two Archbishops together 
for the great hospitality which they kept, inviting and entertaining stran- 
gers, for the many charitable works which they did, Laud to the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, to St. John’s College in particular; Williams for his 
magnificent building of the library in St. John’s College, Cambridge, 
placing some fellows and scholars there ; for his library in Westminster, 
for his library at Lincoln, for his repairing Westminster Church, for his 
care of the young scholars, even in the time of his greatness, when he 
was lord keeper. Take all the enemies of the Church throughout the 
whole kingdom, and I dare undertake that all of them put together have 
not done so many good works as those two Archbishops have done in 
their time. And so I may truly say for the former Archbishops,—Arch- 
bishop Abbot at Guilford and Canterbury, Whitgift at Croydon, Or 
show me any Archbishop that left any great estate behind him. How 
many Bishops have I heard protest that they spent all that they had, and, 
as they thought, to the best uses! One Bishop told me, who had but a 
very poor bishopric, that he did every day constantly relieve one hun- 
dred of his poor neighbors. If I might but see the enemies of Bishops 
and Churchmen do but half so much, | should think they had some reli- 
gionin them. I dare boldly say, that one Londoner did leave behind 
him more wealth than all the Bishops, all the Deans, all the Archdeacons, 
all the canons and prebendaries—that is, all the dignitaries of the 
Church—throughout all England left behind them. It is well known 
that a Londoner died worth three hundred thousand pounds; which I do 
verily believe is more than all the dignified men in the Church have ; 
aud therefore they were not much to be envied, if those who now have 
the possessions of the Church shall spend the means and revenues better 
than Churchmen did. God knows, I am very heartily glad they ‘have 
them.— Utica Gospel Messenger. 


T'o those Clergymen of the Episcopal Church who belong to the Ameri- 
can Tract Society—The following extract is from the last editorial 
acknowledgements of the London Christian Observer, (May.) In refe- 
rence to the Baptists, the editor says:—‘‘ We cannot but reiterate our 
laments respecting the powerful aid rendered to their cause by the in 
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sidious suppression of the doctrine of infant baptism in the hundred of 
millions of publications of the Religious Tract Society. They have 
thus excluded this important doctrine for nearly forty years, not only 
from the Sunday and day schools of the Dissenters, in which their tracts. 
form almost the only reward books; but from the numerous missions of 
the London Missionary Society.” 

Does not this objection apply with all its force to the tracts sent 
throughout our land by the American Tract Society 1— Churchman. 

Fire at Jubilee College—Singular circumstance.—Robin’s Nest, the 
residence of Bishop Chase, is one mile from Jubilee College, the bot- 
tom lands of Kickapoo Creek, covering the greater portion of the in- 
tervening distance. ‘The Bishop rides over every few days to see that 
all things go on straight. During the recent very cold weather he ap- 
peared at the chapel, and remarked to the occupant, Rev. Samuel Chase, 
* What it a fire should break out here—how are you to get water to put 
it out?” (As yet there is no water on the hill, and the water for family 
use is hauled froma spring at some distance in small quantities, as larger 
ones would freeze.) Mr. C. replied that they would have to do the best 
they could. “ Well,” said the Bishop, “let a large cask full be hauled 
immediately and put it in the cellar, where it cannot freeze, to be ready 
for a fire. We don’t know how soon one may happen.” The water 
was hauled accordingly, and deposited as directed. The following night, 
Mr. Haskell, who slept in the second story of the chapel, was awakened 
by an unusual smoke in his room, and descending by an outward _pas- 
sage, went quietly tothe room of Mr. C. and desired him to rise, as 
there was ‘trouble somewhere.” Mr. C, arose instantly, and on step- 
ping into the yard beheld the lower room of the chapel filled apparently 
with flame. Taking a closer survey, they saw that the floor directly in 
front of the fire-place was in a blaze, but that happily it had not yet 
communicated to the walls. Repairing to the cellar they took each a 
bucket of water, and entering the room extinguisbed the fire in a mo- 
ment. So rarified had the air in the room became, that it required an 
effort to push open the door, which immediately alterwards swung to 
with violence. Had the room been less tight, or had the fire been dis- 
covered half an hour later, it is probable that the noble edifice would 


have been consumed.— Peoria Register. 
—— a 


CALENDAR FOR MARCH. 


3. Ember-Day. 14. 3d Sunday in Lent. 
5. Ember-Day. 21. 4th Sunday in Lent. 
6. Ember-Day. 25. Annun. B. V. M. 

7. 2d Sunday in Lent. 28. 5th Sunday in Lent. 
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ERRATA. 
Page 326, line Ist, erase “first ;’” do. line 29th, read ‘‘ ultima ratio regum ;” page 
331, last line, for have we, read “ we have; page 355, line 13, for fuur, read “ five” 
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